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The candidature was withdrawn, but Napoleon demanded
an assurance that it should never be renewed. This
Germany refused, and the world now knows that Prince
Bismarck, the man of blood and iron and guile, believing,
as perhaps Germany in 1914, that war was inevitable and
that now was the time to make it, induced it by publishing
a doctored telegram from the King of Prussia to himself.1
This doctored message sent the French war mad, and made
them seem the aggressor, and the clamourer for war.
Thence the Franco-German War, La Guerre de mille huit
cents soixant-dix, as the French call it, the wreck of the
neo-Napoleonic military bubble on the rock of want of
organization and the laying of the train for the World
War. There we see the past that is so hard to get away
from, even in this Year of Grace, 1934. Still do dead
men's hands hold us down, and none to clear the hamper.

The Egyptian War of 1882, was undertaken at bottom,
because it was right and fair to all Europe who had lent
Egypt money, that Egypt should be put into such a state
of order and competency as should save her from bank-
ruptcy. The security or stratego-economic need of
Britain's route to the East was a secondary object. Britain,
as France drew back, but belled the cat for the general
benefit of Europe and civilization, and as it proved, the
untold prosperity of the Egyptian people.

WARS AND ECONOMICS

It has just been suggested that economics in one form
or another has been the cause of most wars, but naturally
the pressure of population has been at the bottom of
most such troubles. That les enfants poussent toujours, is sheer
practical truth. The great settlements and migrations of
the world have been due either to pressure of increasing
population, or to change of conditions and continental

1The 'Ems* telegram.